
DRESSAGE ETIQUETTE 
 
 

The following is a short précis, for more details please go to the Equestrian Australian website and 
download the Dressage competition rules. 
 

 Please ensure your Entry Form is posted on time – late entries will not be accepted.  If 
paying on line, please quote your Receipt number with your Entry Forms. 
 

 A gear check is required before each test.    Failure to do this will result in disqualification. . 
 

 Your draw time is the time that you should be entering the arena at A, not the time you report 
to the judge. 

 

 You have 45 seconds to enter the ring once the Judge has pressed his/her car horn. 
 

 Check the draw and make a mental note of who is on before you.  This will give you an idea 
of whether the arena is running to time. 

 

 When you and another rider are approaching head on in the warm up area, stay on the ‘right 
side of the road’ if at all possible so that you pass with your left shoulder approaching the 
rider’s left shoulder. 

 

 When warming up try to avoid riding too close to another horse.  Please use your 
commonsense and don’t ride up another horse’s bum ... you may well be kicked! 

 

 Whilst there are medium paces in the different tests, please do not gallop in the warm up 
areas. 

 

 Please do not warm up behind the judge’s car unless you will be competing in the next 20 
minutes in that arena. 

 

 If you are unable to attend and compete on the day, please advise Irene Adams on mobile 
No. 0400 184 248 (this number is also shown on the front sheet of the draw).  If you arrive 
and then wish to scratch from a test, please advise the Judge in that arena immediately.  
Failure to do this results in judges waiting unnecessarily for competitors. 

 

 It is not always necessary to stop at the judge’s car for an Official test.  As long as the judge 
and writer have seen and noted your bridle number, some horses find it difficult to stand still 
after being warmed up.  When you have ridden past the front of the judge’s car, the judge will 
assume that you are ready to start your test, so be aware that they can ring the bell/car horn 
quickly. 

 

 Remember if we are all a few minutes late it will make the arena run very late and will 
inconvenience other riders and of course the judge. 
 

 Smile at the first and last halt, looking directly up at the judge.  This conveys that you have 
appreciated their undivided attention for the time you have ridden. 
Judges are human, like everyone else, and always appreciate a smile and a thank you. 
 

 If you make an error of course, don’t panic and race off and make more mistakes. The Judge 
will sound his/her car horn and tell you where to restart again.  If you are not sure ASK.   

 

 You may have a caller but you cannot ask for ‘directions’ from an observer alongside the 
arena. 

 



 Talking/clicking to your horse during your test will result in a 2 point penalty, if the judge 
hears you!  

 

 If competing in Official tests, ensure that both the horse and its owner are current EA 
members. 

 

 When competing in Official tests, the bridle number is to be shown on either side of the 
horse, either on the bridle or the saddlecloth. 

 

 When you have finished your test, please move away from the area.  All spectators must 
stay a minimum distance of 10 metres from the arena (with the exception of Callers, of 
course). 

 

 As from 1st July 2010 a horse or pony will be graded at its current level (e.g. Elementary) with 
no grading points.  The horse/pony can continue to compete in Elementary competitions until 
such time as it gains 30 upgrading points that have been gained by competing successfully 
at a higher level than Elementary (e.g. Medium or above). 

 

  Once the horse/pony has gained 30 upgrading points at a higher level than it is graded then 
the horse/pony will be upgrading to the next level (e.g. Medium)  After upgrading the 
horse/pony has zero (0) grading points and zero (0) upgrading points until it competes at a 
higher level (e.g. Advanced). 

 

 Grading points are only awarded from performances in Official competitions as follows, 
regardless of placing: 
 
  Between 60% to 61999% = 1 point 
  Between 62% to 63.999% = 2 points 
  Between 64% to 65.999% = 3 points 
  Between 66% to 67.999% = 4 points 
  Between 68% to 69.999% = 5 points 
  Between 70% to 71.999% = 6 points 
  72% and over   = 7 points 
 
 

 Whilst you can warm up in a running martingale, this is not permitted for the test.  You are 
not allowed to use bearing, running or balancing reins during lunging or warm-up, however 
you may use two single direct side reins when lunging. 

 

 Spurs -  may be worn by competitors at all levels, but the tip of the shank must not point up 
or point inwards. 

 

 Whip –  must not exceed 1.2 metres including the tassel. 
 

 Saddles – a fully-mounted dressage type (including all purpose) saddle of traditional or 
treeless construction is compulsory.  A crupper may be worn by ponies. 

 Breast plates – permitted up to and including Medium level only where a snaffle bridle is 
used. 

 

 False tails – permitted.  
 
 
Camping – is not permitted at Moruya Showground unless prior consent is given by 
Eurobodalla Shire Council.  Please note that toilet facilities are not available unless 
permission for camping is given. 
 


